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PARISIANS HISS 
NEW BALLET 


Russian Dancer's Latest Offer- 
ing, "The Consecration of 
Spring," a Failure. 

HAS TO TURN UP LIGHTS 


Manager of Theatre Takes This 
Means to Stop Hostile Demonstra- 
tions as Dance Goes On. 


By Marconi Transatlantic Wireless Tele- 
graph to The Sew Ya^l; Times. 

PARIS, June 7.—" Bluffing the idle 
rich of Paris through appeals to their 
jnobbery is a delightfully simple mat- 
ter," says Alfred Capus in Le Figaro 
this week. " The only condition prec- 
edent thereto is that they be gorged 
tvith publicity." 

" Having entertained the public 
prtth brilliant dances," he adds, " the 
Russian ballet and Nijinsky now 
think that the time is ripe to sacri- 
fice fashionable snobs on art's altar. 
The process works out as follows: 

" Take the best society possible. 
Composed of rich, simple-minded, 
tdle people. Then submit them to an 
Intense regime of publicity. By book- 
lets, newspaper articles, lectures, per- 
gonal visits and all other appeals to 
their snobbery, persuade them that 
hitherto they have seen only vulgar 
Spectacles, and are at last to know 
What is art and beauty. 

"Impress them with cabalistic for- 
mulae. They have not the slightest 
notion of music, literature, painting, 
jmd dancing; still, they have hereto- 
fore seen under these names only a 
rude Imitation of the real thing, 
tonally, assure them that they are 
about to see real dancing and hear 
real music. 

" It will then be necessary to double 
the prices at the theatre, so great 
yrl\\ be the rush of shallow wor- 
shippers at this false shrine. 

" This.'* observes Si. Capus, •' is 
what the Russian dancers have been 
doing to Paris. The other night, how- 
ever, the plan miscarried. The piece 
was ' The Consecration of Spring,' 
and the stage represented humanity. 
On the right are strong young per- 
sons picking flowers, while a woman, 
300 years old. dances frenziedly. O.i 
the left an old man studies the stari. 
while here and there sacrifices ale 
made to the God of J^ight. 

" The public could not swallow this. 
They promptly hissed the piece. 
few days ago they might have ap- 
plauded it. The Russians, who are 
not entirely acquainted with the man- 
ners and customs of the countries 
they visit, did not know that the 
French people protested readily 
enough when the last degree of stu- 
pidity was reached." 

In conclusion. M. Capus warns 
Parisian snobs not to make foots of 
themselves by going into ecstasies 
ever the Polish actors who opened a 
season at the Gymnase this week. 

Since M. Capus's article there have 
been disorderly scenes at the Champs 
Blysi-e Theatre, where the Russian 
ballet is appearing. 

" The Consecration of Spring " was 
received with a storm of hissing. The 
manager, M. Astruc however, haa 
devised a novel method for silencing 
a demonstration. When hisses are 
mingled with counter-cheers, as they 
were the other night, M. Astruc 
orders the lights turned up. Instant- 
ly the booing and hissing stop. "VVcil- 
known people who are hostile to the 
ballet do not desire to appear in an 
undignified role. 

Igor Stravinsky, who wrote the 
music of " The Consecration ol 
Spring." says that the demonstrations 
are a bitter blow to the amour propre 
of the Russian ballet dancers, who 
are sensitive to such displays of feel- 
ing and fear they may be unable to 
continue the performances of the 
piece. 

"And that is all we get," added 
M. Stravinsky, " after a hundred re- 
hearsals and one year's hard work." 

The composer, however, is not al- 
together pessimistic, for, bjs adds: 
" No doubt it will be understood one 
day that I sprang a surprise on Paris, 
end Paris was disconcerted. But it 
will soon forget its bad temper." 

Nijinsky himself is responsible for 
the stage setting of the piece, which 
theatregoers here aver is badly done- 
He is a wonderful dancer, Parisians 
admit, but they add that he knows 
little about stage setting. 
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